Press Release
Prime Minister of Norway to be keynote speaker at Lifelong Learning Summit
in Lillehammer
Norway’s Prime Minister, Erna Solberg will make the case for lifelong learning as keynote
speaker at the ICDE Lifelong Learning Summit in Lillehammer, Norway, in February 2019.
Lifelong learning is on the political agenda nationally and internationally, and lifelong learning plays a
vital role for the competitiveness of the individual and society. As one of the keynote speakers at the
summit, where the education and work sector will meet to create strong solutions for lifelong
learning in the future, Prime Minister Erna Solberg will emphasise the importance of learning
throughout life.
- Continuous education is important in a time of major changes in the way we work. Many people will
have changed jobs and even careers as a result of digitalisation in society. Both in order to keep the
competitive edge and to prevent anyone from being excluded from work life, it is important to
succeed in lifelong learning” says Prime Minister Erna Solberg.
With the growth of digitalisation and the ever-changing workplace, education and training are
important to stay relevant in any industry. The digital age requires a shift to continuous learning, and
lifelong learning is necessary for the employer, employee and society as a whole.
Other speakers at the conference include Iarla Flynn from Google, who will talk about how new
technology - as machine learning robotics and virtual reality - are reshaping how we work and live,
and the need for a major reskilling effort. Asha Kanwar, Commonwealth of Learning, is addressing
lifelong learning and strategies for quality education worldwide, in the light of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. Bo Dahlbom, University of Gothenburg, has an optimistic view of the future
work life and the importance of digitalisation, but will also focus on the many challenges that we are
facing.

About the conference

The ICDE Lillehammer Lifelong Learning Summit is organized by the Inland Norway University of
Applied Sciences in collaboration with the International Council for Open and Distance Learning
(ICDE). Supporting partners of the conference include UNESCO, Commonwealth of Learning, Oppland
County Council, NHO, Unio, NAV, Diku, Flexible Education Norway, NOOA and the Study Center.
The conference will be held from 11 to 13 February 2019. See the conference web site
(http://icdellls2019.no) for more information.
-Press contact: Anders Lindstad, Centre for Lifelong Learning, Inland Norway University of Applied
Sciences. Tel +47 900 99 727/Email anders.lindstad@inn.no.

